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Learners/Context

G+ Community for Mobile Learning
Mini Design Pattern

G+ Community for Mobile Learning and
Assessment

Using the #G+Community mobile app to capture evidence from
the workplace.

Using a “mobile-ready” approach helped ensure that the work
integrated learning environment remained authentic, and that the
teaching and assessment tasks caused as little interference with
that environment as possible.

With access to the required forms and resources from their
mobile phones, students could complete the assessment where
and when was most convenient for them.

The application also supports intuitive, quick image uploading, so
that students could conveniently and immediately share images
captured on their mobile phones, again reducing the disconnect
between the work experience and the assessment task.

In the Occupational Health and Safety unit for Sound Production
students need to capture evidence of activities in a workplace.
Students complete a Job Safety Analysis (JSA) on a work site
or in a simulated work environment, completing the form and
capturing photographic evidence of any hazards they identify.



Teaching staff posted a number of resources to support students
with this in a Google+ Community, including links to digital
versions of the forms, examples of the types of hazards, and
how-to videos.

The project then asked students to install the Google+
application on their own smartphones so they could access
these while they were on site, enter into discussion with other
participants in the course, and submit their assigned task for
assessment, all using only their smartphone.

Related patterns

Related category Mobile learning

Instructions/Process

1. ldentify an activity suitable for mobile learning or assessment
that is clearly defined and involves capturing situated
activities.

2. Map the student timeline and activities to ensure there is time
for students to become comfortable with the app prior to
having any required activities.

3. Create a Community and populate the online space
with content and activities ready for immediate student
engagement (for example, a welcome message or video,
how-to documents, samples of what is required from the
students). (See Manage your Google+ Community for
support.)

4. Get students to opt-in for Google+ at RMIT, and join your
Community.

5. Begin using the online space immediately to model good
practice and integrate it into the overall teaching and learning
activities, posting resources and modeling how to comment
on others’ posts. You can also set up events within the
Community to remind students when assessments are due.

Conditions

— Engage university technical support services throughout the
planning, delivery and implementation.
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Resources/Technology
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— Consider engaging students in developing and moderating
the online community.

For more information on Communities, see:

— Create a Community:
https://docs.google.com/a/rmit.edu.au/
document/d/1p9UUD 0Oh43sslsPIZkdmdYelVH1b
zOBW5SBPLHP 2Fs/edit?usp=sharing

— Digital Learning Team’s help resources:
http://bit.ly/1P7T78K

— Google+ Help Manage your Google+ community:
https://support.google.com/plus/answer/28703797hl=en

Note: To use Google+ features, such as Communities, with
your RMIT login you and students must first opt-in for Google+
at RMIT at: https://google-optin.its.rmit.edu.au/optin/index
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