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Name of Pattern Online Polling Prior to Class 

Abstract/Snapshot This learning activity involves posting questions on Blackboard 
and creating an online polling link for students to contribute to 
and to see if other class member share the same views and 
understanding on the topic.

Rationale The activity provides topics to stimulate conversation in the class 
and provides the lecturer with immediate feedback about student 
views and understanding that can help direct in-class learning to 
address gaps in knowledge and understanding.

Learners/Context Suitable for any learner in lecture. This activity can also be 
used for distributed learners on mobile devices studying either 
synchronously or asynchronously.

Related patterns None.

Related category	 Active	learning,	mobile	learning,	online	feedback,	reflective	
practice.

Alignment	 Encourages	reflection	by	students	and	lecturer	prior	to	class	
regarding student understanding of the subject matter and 
assists in focusing lecture content on those areas where learning 
and instruction is most needed.
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Instructions/process Prior to class:

 — Create a poll/survey using online polling/survey technology 
(Blackboard Survey, Google Form, Poll Everywhere or 
Socrative) - see instructions in Resources/Technology section 
below.

 — Embed the URL of the poll or survey into Blackboard using 
announcements and notify students to complete the online 
poll/survey	prior	to	class	within	a	defined	timeframe.

 In class:

 — Open poll/survey results in Blackboard (or other polling 
platform) and direct students to the link.

 — Display analytical overview of poll/survey results.

 — Based on responses, determine and discuss issues and 
address any knowledge gaps.

 — Answer any student questions regarding poll/survey 
questions and responses.

Conditions  Knowledge of Blackboard and/or online polling/survey 
technologies.

 Completion of poll/survey prior to class.

Resources Online polling/survey instructions:

 Blackboard survey:  
(https://drive.google.com/a/rmit.edu.au/file/d/0Bys4HizxMyOYbV
RPSHBmU3NuOHNwLW1IOVFmMzl2dTJkamQ4/view)
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