Turnitin
Understanding the similarity report

While Turnitin is used to spot plagiarism, this is not what you will see in the similarity report

The percentage
Shows the amount of text that matches other material previously uploaded to Turnitin, globally. This may include work that you've previously submitted at RMIT as well as assignments from other universities.

Blue: No matching text
Green: 1 word - 24% matching text
Yellow: 25-49% matching text
Orange: 50- 74% matching text
Red: 75-100% matching text

But remember there is no perfect number. Your subject matter, assignment type and the settings on Turnitin will all impact this. It is possible to have a very high score with no plagiarism, or a very low score with plagiarism. A good assignment has a mixture of referenced work and individual work

Match overview
This shows chunks of text which match or are very similar to sources already on Turnitin. Each highlighted chunk will match a source on the right hand side. This will include quotes, reference lists and text which might need a little more paraphrasing. 

Exclude quotes
You can exclude quotes and reference lists from your report in the settings. Your instructor may wish to see how much you have relied on quotes so can choose to select or deselect this option. It's a good idea to not rely too much on quotes.
Quotes in single quotation marks will always be highlighted by Turnitin.

Remember the report is interpreted by your instructor who will use this to help determine if the matches are acceptable.

Small matches
Small matches, such as course names, teacher names, and your name, may come up in Turnitin. Your tutor can choose to exclude this.

More information 
